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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1,3, 5-7, 9, 11-16, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Blume (US 2004/0021648). 

As to claim 1, Blume (Figs. 1-8b) discloses a method of associating a 
selected object on any pre-existing printed material to a valid response provided 
by a computer system comprising (book enhancing system providing audio/video 
feedback corresponding to pre-existing printed books according to the point 
selected by user via an electronic pen [abstract, 0002, 0010, 0025]): 

determining a position of an electronic pen on a page of the pre-existing 
printed material (determines the point of contact of the electronic pen 16,16a on 
the pre-existing printed books to provide corresponding feedback [abstract, 0010, 
0025, 0027, 0029-0031]), wherein the pre-existing printed material has not been 
modified for use with the computer system and the electronic pen (book 
enhancing system is for use with conventional books and publications that have 
not been specifically modified for the system [0004, 0008, 0025]); 
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transmitting the position to tlie computer system (output device 18 is tlie 
computer system which receives the XY location data corresponding to the point 
of contact of the electronic pen with the printed material [0029, 0032, 0041]); 

correlating the position to selected content associated with the printed 
material (determines the XY location of contact and determines the 
corresponding printed material at that location in order to provide audio/video 
feedback [abstract, 0002, 0010, 0025, 0029-0031]), the selected content being 
accessible by the computer system (audo/video and/or controls are played back 
by the computer output device 18 [0029, 0033]); and 

providing a valid response to a user based at least in part on the position 
and the correlated content, wherein the valid response includes at least one of 
rendering audio content, rendering video content, rendering image content, 
rendering text content, and performing an action by the computer system 
(provides audio/video feedback corresponding to the selected location on the 
printed material [0002, 0010, 0025, 0029] as well as signaling the computer 
system to performs actions corresponding to buttons pressed on the pen and/or 
position of the pen [0033-0034]). 

As to claim 7, Blume (Figs. 1-8b) discloses an article comprising: 

a storage medium having a plurality of machine accessible instructions 
(computer system memory houses instructions for interpreting the location 
signals of a pen and interacting accordingly [0042, 0043]), wherein when the 
instructions are executed by a processor, the instructions provide for associating 
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a selected object on any pre-existing printed material to a valid response 
provided by a computer system (signaling instructions of the electronic pen 
16,16a are interpreted by processor in unit 18 providing audio/video feedback 
corresponding to pre-existing printed books according to the point selected by 
user via the electronic pen [abstract, 0002, 0010, 0025]) by determining a 
position of an electronic pen on a page of the pre-existing printed material 
(determines the point of contact of the electronic pen 1 6,1 6a on the pre-existing 
printed books to provide corresponding feedback [abstract, 0010, 0025, 0027, 
0029-0031]) wherein the pre-existing printed material has not been modified for 
use with the computer system and the electronic pen (book enhancing system is 
for use with conventional books and publications that have not been specifically 
modified for the system [0004, 0008, 0025]); 

transmitting the position to the computer system (output device 18 is the 
computer system which receives the XY location data corresponding to the point 
of contact of the electronic pen with the printed material [0029, 0032, 0041]); 

correlating the position to selected content associated with the printed 
material (determines the XY location of contact and determines the 
corresponding printed material at that location in order to provide audio/video 
feedback [abstract, 0002, 0010, 0025, 0029-0031]), the selected content being 
accessible by the computer system (audo/video and/or controls are played back 
by the computer output device 18 [0029, 0033]); and 
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providing a valid response to a user based at least in part on the position 
and the correlated content, wherein the valid response includes at least one of 
rendering audio content, rendering video content, rendering image content, 
rendering text content, and performing an action by the computer system 
(provides audio/video feedback corresponding to the selected location on the 
printed material [0002, 0010, 0025, 0029] as well as signaling the computer 
system to performs actions corresponding to buttons pressed on the pen and/or 
position of the pen [0033-0034]). 

As to claim 12, Blume (Figs. 1-8b) discloses a system for associating a 
selected object on any pre-existing printed material to a valid response provided 
by a computer system (book enhancing system providing audio/video feedback 
corresponding to pre-existing printed books according to the point selected by 
user via an electronic pen [abstract, 0002, 0010, 0025]) comprising: 

a pointing device to determine a position on the pre-existing printed 
material (determines the point of contact of the electronic pen 16,16a on the pre- 
existing printed books to provide corresponding feedback [abstract, 0010, 0025, 
0027, 0029-0031]) wherein the pre-existing printed material has not been 
modified for use with the computer system and the pointing device (book 
enhancing system is for use with conventional books and publications that have 
not been specifically modified for the system [0004, 0008, 0025]); 

a communicating device to transmit the position to the computer system 
(output device 18 is the computer system which receives the XY location data 
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corresponding to tine point of contact of the electronic pen witli tlie printed 
material via a wireless or wired method [0029, 0032-0033, 0041]); 

a player component to correlate the position to selected content 
associated with the printed material (determines the XY location of contact and 
determines the corresponding printed material at that location in order to provide 
audio/video feedback via speakers and/or display [abstract, 0002, 0010, 0025, 
0029-0031]), the selected content being accessible by the computer system 
(audo/video and/or controls are played back by the computer output device 18 
[0029, 0033]); and 

to provide a valid response to a user based at least in part on the position 
and the correlated content, wherein the valid response includes at least one of 
rendering audio content, rendering video content, rendering image content, 
rendering text content, and performing an action by the computer system 
(provides audio/video feedback corresponding to the selected location on the 
printed material [0002, 0010, 0025, 0029] as well as signaling the computer 
system to performs actions corresponding to buttons pressed on the pen and/or 
position of the pen [0033-0034]). 

As to claims 3 and 9, Blume discloses wherein correlating the position 
comprises searching a printed material database, the printed material database 
comprising positional information of objects on the pages (detected contact 
position is compared to a database of location specific functions in order to 
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determine wliicli specific feedback is desired for that contact location [0029, 
0041-0043, 0046, 0049]). 

As to claims 5, 11, and 18, Blume discloses wherein performing the 
action comprises at least one of adjusting volume of a speaker, adjusting 
brightness of a computer monitor, sending commands to an input/output (I/O) 
port, and powering off the computer system (sends signals corresponding to 
functional commands to the I/O port of the computer system via wired or wireless 
connection [0029, 0032-0034, 0036, 0041]). 

As to claims 6 and 16, Blume (Fig. 1) discloses wherein the pre-existing 
printed material comphses a traditional paper book [0002, 0008, 0025]. 

As to claim 13, Blume (Figs. 1-4) discloses wherein the pointing device 
comprises an electronic pen (pen 16, 16a). 

As to claim 14, Blume further discloses a holder structure to hold the pre- 
existing printed material in a fixed relationship to the pointing device (alignment 
guides 27 or a frame 90 is used to keep the book in a fixed position [0038-0040]). 

As to claim 15, Blume discloses a multimedia database to store digital 
multimedia content, a printed material content database to store positional 
information about objects on the pages and linkage information between the 
objects and at least one of the multimedia contents and actions, and an action 
library to store directives for actions to be performed on the system (database of 
audio/video responses and location specific functions is searched in order to 
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determine wliicli specific feedback is desired for that contact location [0029, 
0041-0043, 0046, 0049]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Tlie following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Blume (US 2004/0021648) in view of Wood (US 6,414,673). 

Blume discloses determining the position of an electronic pen situated 
near the pre-existing printed material (determines the point of contact of the 
electronic pen 16,16a on the pre-existing printed books to provide corresponding 
feedback [abstract, 0010, 0025, 0027, 0029-0031]). 

Blume does not expressly disclose determining position using ultrasound 
signal timing information. 

M/ooof discloses a method for ultrasound signal timing information along 
with ultrasound sensors near a moving pen on a material being printed (Col. 13 
Ln. 14-22; Figs. 9 & 17). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious for a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have used ultrasound for position detection as taught by 
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Wood in the book enhancing system of Blume. The suggestion/motivation would 
have been to increase accuracy for the position of the moving pen and also to 
provide "a means for communicating supplementary information between a 
transmitter pen and external receivers..." [col. 2 Ln. 59 - 63]. 

5. Claims 4, 10, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Blume (US 2004/0021648) in view oiAmano (US 2004/01 19696). 

Blume discloses an electronic book enhancing system for interaction with 
pre-existing printed material providing additional entertainment, learning, and 
other features including foreign language support and translation ([0007,0051]). 

Blume does not expressly disclose a language selection feature to be 
used for subsequent responses. 

Amano discloses a language selection feature use for responses for the 
input of the user on figs. 13 & 14 ([0048 - 0052]). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art to have provided a language selection as taught by Amano in the 
book enhancing system of Blume. The suggestion/motivation would have been to 
improve the learning experience of all users with a different cultural/lingual 
background [0051]. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Although Applicant's arguments filed 7 December 2009, with respect to amended 
independent claims 1, 7, and 12 were not found fully persuasive, the previous rejection 
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has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection 
is made in view of Blume. 



Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

a. Ohara (US 5,485,176) and Kopp (US 5,810,604) disclose electronic book 
systems which provide audio and/or visual feedback according to a 
location touched by the user. 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert M. Stone whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5310. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. 
E.S.T. (alternate Fridays off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chanh D. Nguyen can be reached on (571 )272-7772. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Robert M Stone/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



/Chanh Nguyen/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2629 



